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remain my Passion. [However, my adult life has been consumed with overlg ana]gtica]
and stressful attempts to win in the hithcCCH market in order to Provicle a better life
for my Family. So, there has not been much spare time to pursue my Passion. ln order
to achieve a better life-work balance and pursue my intellectual interest, (Quantum
Lcap Provides a framework for my co”eagucs and | to &evelop a more holistic

worldview, esPecia”g as it relates to science, technology and socictg‘

T his holistic aPProach seeks to build upon our careers as engineers, scientists, and
business executives and enable a better unders’canc{ing of the historg, belief systems,
ethics, and shared assumPtions found in the historg of the Period. We seek to take
into account economic s}"mc’cs, Poli’cical contexts, class/racc struggles, and the critical
adoPtion rate associated with major scientific discoveries and their related

tec}mological uses.

Through ’cec%nolog\g, | have earned a living. [However, my life has been a constant
scarch for a breadth of cultural exPeriences to counterbalance and complement the
stcrilitg of Silicon \/a”eg. As such, my business and Pcrsonal travels have allowed me
to see and experience the world, as few others that grew up in a small North Carolina

mill town would conceive.

| have seen the sun set over Mount Fl,ﬂl in Tokgo, been amazed at how close the
DMZ is to millions of People in Seoul, marveled at the artistry of wood carvers and
back street ‘jewelry” runners in Hong Kong, stood in awe of the architecture of the
Sgclneg Opera [House, and was amazed at how openlg a Sgdneg cab driver casua”g
made racist remarks about Aus’cra]ia’s incligenous Peop(e. Mﬂ wife and ] flew in a
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%e]icopter to the top of a [Hawaiian volcano and then under a rain forest’s waterfall.
We exPeriencec{ bruta”g Freezing temperatures on a glacier outside Bang, drove
through the majestic A]PS on the NaPo!eon Highway, and bathed in the warmth of
the Caribbean People. | sat with those with great wealth in Monaco and saw first-
hand the gul1C between the miserg of the poor in Mexico Citg and inclulgences of their
elite counterParts. History has come alive and my PersPective has been broadened
by walking the tower steps of Notre Dame, bcing outraged at the grave robbers whol
in the name of science, transpor’ce& so much Eggptian art and even mummies to the
| _ouvre. While staring at the clothes and weapons in the lower levels of Westminster
Abbegl for the first time, | rea”g un(ﬂers’cooc{jus’c how ]ong the Pritish Koga] Family
has been in power. | have erjogecl s’canding bg the ]:jord in Norwag where \/ikirxgs
once sailed. ] strugg!ecl to understand the clichotomy between the conservative
Dutch who are equa”g comfortable with a multiethnic Population, Public drug dealing,
]ega] Pros’ci’cutionj and euthanasia. | felt a chill as | landed at the same Ber]in airstrip
that l saw in newsreels of /\clol]C Hitler. l was struck by how ] could simu]taneous]g feel
reverence and horror in my every nerve, as | stood in Nelson Mandela’s prison cell on
Kobben lslanc{. Thesc have been wonderful life cxPerienccs rare to most of the

world.

Mg work has allowed me to advise business and world leaders, such as Jo}m Scu”eg

at APP!C) E_d McCracken at 56], Senator Garg Hart of Coloraclo, the late
Secretary of Commerce Ron IfirownJ and \/ice Fresident Al Gore’s staff. ] have
met Fresident Jerrg Rawlings of Ghana, former Calixcornia (Governors Jcrrg Brown
and Fete Wilson, Jessic Jackson, vaame Turre (Stoke]\tj Carmichael)l Presentcd
controversial recommendations on the uses of tedmologg in Public education to the
Congressional Black Caucus, and twice hosted a de]cgation of the British Counsel

(General and his trade ministers.

| have seen the suPemCicialitg of the image industrg at the Carmes Film Festival, was
honored to share with my daugh’cer a Preview of the re-release of Star Wars in
George Lucas’ Private theater, was treated to a Preview of Michael Jackson’s
unreleased f']'istory CD by the artist himself in his Private LA studio, and attended
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the opening of the onlg (1S movie studio owned bﬁ African Americans — | im and
Daphnc Reid’s New Millennium Studio in Kichmoncl \/irginia. A]ong the way, my
wife and ] have had the Pleasure of witnessing giants in the arts, such as E_”a
T:i’czgeralc!, Cab Ca”owag and Milcs Davis. We saw ourselves cl'lange from fans to

critics of Joan Miro as we examined a more extensive body of his work.

T his is not bad for a kid from the other side of the tracks, whose mother and father
had constrained oPPortuni’cies of the scgregatcd Jim Crow South. The same kid
who cowered under the window sill as the Ku Klux Klan burned a cross on the
neiglﬂbor’s lawn and shot bullets through their windows has exPericncecl and

influenced more of the world than those small~town extremists will ever know.

Along this Fascinating Joumeg, | have seen life’s grim incqui’cies and its g]orious
Po’ccn’ciaL Likewise, | have seen tecl'mologg — thatis alwags devoted to a sPechCic aim

— amplhcy inequities while making the imPossible Possib!e‘

While the quickcning pace of scientific knowledge and its direct (and sometimes
consequential) imPact have fascinated me since ] followed the (emini and Apo”o
missions in my gouth. Mg adult career as an engineer and my communit9 activism

reinforced a belief that, t!'rougln science can be neutral, ted‘mo]ogg is never neutral.

Since tec}mo]ogy is the use of scientific knowledgc toward a defined set of goa!s, it
alwags has social implica’cions. |n the ProFi’&orien’ced zero sum game of global
caPi’calism, the winners often use tcchnologg to redefine the rules of socie’cy in their
favor. We have seen ich and ZO‘Ch century industrialists redefine wealth and power
accorcﬁng to the ownerslﬁip of machines and the means of Pro&uction. Todag, we are
in the throes of an economy that defines success bg the owncrship and control of
information and the tools that access and exPloit abstract rePresentations of
know]edge. The losers suffer cither Promcound dislocations, an increasing economic
gap with its subsequent competi’civc clisadvantages, or at best theg become the

emplogees or servants of the new ruling class. Witness the industrial age that
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attracted or forced waves of agricu]tura] workers to abandon the fields in favor of

centralized factories and witness again todag’s debates on the “Digital Divicle"’

[ ven begond the market-oriented imp]ica’cions of ’cechno]ogg, there have l’listoricaug
been tension, and sometimes Persecution, between the discoverers of imow]eclge and
the high Priests of the dominant belief system. Tl’\c ]:)urning of the Librar9 of
Alexandria bg church-directed (rusaders, the inquisition of (Galileo, the Scopes
I volution trial, railings against NASA bg rural and inner city evarxgelists in the ‘60s
and ‘70s, and the furor of the Evangelical Christians and devout Catholics over the
know]edge and Practicc of birth control, are onlg samples of a long historg of

suspicion and fear between the re]igious and scientific communities.

The nature of this tension goes begond the mere cl'xa”enge of Parac{igms. While
scientific know]eclge can be a clna“engc to the Paradigm, the real threat is based on
the Potentia! use of knowlcclge via technologg to undermine and unseat the center of
power. Tha‘c is whg the Paracligm holders are often the first to co-opt the new
tec}‘mologg for their own use. [Tor cxample, reading and writing were once restricted
to rogal scribes, high Priests and Medieval monks. Toc{ay, successful radio and
television evange]is’cs ironica“g rail against the same “evil media” that is “corruPting our
9outh.” New technologies for the masses seem to be evil, until tl—ieg are adoptcd ]35
the Power‘Fu! for their own purposes.

|n either case — markets or faith — if anyone is to be ac]verse]g impacted 55 a new

tec}mologgj itis genera”g the poor, the Powcrlcss, and those of color.

Through the intellectual stimulation of like minds at the Strategic Technologg
|nstitute, | Eope to use these life exPeriences and my observations of the lives of
others to understand the c{ualitg of existence and create a more holistic “end” to the
tcchnological “means” that so often dominate life. At a minimum, | will enter the next

stage of my life as well rounded, socia“y aware, and cul’cura”g sensitive.
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[f done rig}ﬂ:, my co”eagucs and | miglnt ca’calgze a whole new aPproach to tec}‘mologg
assessment - one that considers context and condition on a par with discover9 and
tools. Urxderstancliﬂg the historg, belief systems, ethics, shared assumptions found in
the literature and l’listorg of the Period, economic shhc’cs, Political context, class/race
struggles, and the critical acloPtion rate or “tiPPiﬂg Point” associated with major
scientific discoveries and their related tec}mo]ogical uses, will allow us to deve]op an

aPProach to teclnnologg assessment that is balanced with a humanist worldview.

This art form can be inherentlg suPerior to the sterile analysis of trends tgPica”H used
by scientists, tcchnologists, economists, and Pundits in general. Jt will take into
consideration the unti&g emotional and cultural factors inherent in the “ends” that
justi{q the tedmo]ogical “means.” ]n the process, we will be able to minimize the over-

exaggeratecl differences between tecl'mo]ogg and ethics, culture and tools.

We may even be able to usherin a new age of comP!ementary thinlcing stgles based on
harmony between science and re!igion, tangib]e and in’cangible, fact and Faith, oPtimism
and fate.

] invite you tojoin thejourneg‘

B[ake White is the Founder & Fresident of the Strategic Techno[ogg ]nstitute, a San [rancisco Bag Areca
network of management consultants and futurists. STI Provic]es tec}mology assessment consulting, corPorate
development services, and online Pub[ishing with a focus on the business and societal imP]ications of emerging,
techno[ogies. [He is also the Pu]:)]isher of Quantum LcaP, the Journa] and newsletter of the Strategic
Tec}mo]ogg ]nstitute and is the author of Thc ch/mo/ogy Asscssmcnt Froccss:A Stratcgic /:ramcwor/( for
Managing chhnica/ Innovation, ,oub/is/md bg (reenwood [ress.
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